Cardiac arrest following myocardial infarction.
In-hospital cardiac arrest secondary to ventricular dysrhythmias following acute myocardial infarction remains a serious concern for hospital staff. One cause associated with this life-threatening problem is hypokalemia, which leads to electrical instability in myocardial cells resulting in primary ventricular fibrillation. In this article, a case study is presented that illustrates the hospital course of a patient with severe hypokalemia who experienced ventricular fibrillation immediately following admission to the emergency department.